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February 23, 2022 
 
 
 

The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair 
Committee on Consumer Protection  
     and Commerce 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 436 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear Chair Johanson: 
 
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1478, House Draft (HD) 1 Relating to Public Safety 
 
I am Steven Goble, Chair of the State Fire Council (SFC).  The SFC strongly supports HB 
1478, HD1, which requires property owners of residential real property to disclose, as part 
of the mandatory seller disclosures in real estate transactions, whether the installed smoke 
alarm is in accordance with existing building or residential codes based on information 
provided by the state fire council.  It also requires the SFC to create and maintain an 
informational guide on approved smoke alarms that are in accordance with existing building 
or residential codes and post the guide on specified websites. 
 
Smoke alarms are a simple, low cost, and proven solution which saves lives in residential 
structures should a fire occur.  The currently adopted building code requires new or 
renovated homes to have smoke alarms in and outside of every bedroom and on every 
level.  Smoke alarms that are properly installed and maintained play a vital role in reducing 
fire deaths and injuries.  If there is a fire, smoke spreads quickly, and smoke alarms allow 
you time to escape.  Today’s smoke alarms are more technologically advanced to respond 
to a multitude of fire conditions and come with ten-year batteries. 
 
The SFC strongly urges your committees’ support on the passage of HB 1478, HD 1.  
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Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Gary Lum at  
723-7169 or glum@honolulu.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
STEVEN GOBLE  
Chair 

 
SG/GL 
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February 24, 2022

The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 436

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Johanson:

Subiect: House Bill( HB) 1478, House Draft( HD) 1 Relating to Public Safety

I am Kazuo S.K.L. Todd, Fire Chief of the Hawaii Fire Department, and I strongly support FIB 1478,
HD1, which requires property owners of residential real property to disclose, as part of the mandatory
seller disclosures in real estate transactions, whether the installed smoke alarm is in accordance with

existing building or residential codes.

Smoke alarms are a simple, low cost, and proven solution which saves lives in residential structures
should a fire occur. The currently adopted building code requires new or renovated homes to have smoke
alarms in and outside of every bedroom and on every level. Smoke alarms that are properly installed and
maintained play a vital role in reducing fire deaths and injuries. If there is a fire, smoke spreads quickly,
and smoke alarms allow you time to escape. Today' s smoke alarms are more technologically advanced to
respond to a multitude of fire conditions and come with ten-year batteries.

I strongly urge your committees' support on the passage of FIB 1478, HD 1.

Sincerely,

Kazuo S. K. L. Todd

Fire Chief

Hawaii Fire Department

Hawai' i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.





 

 
February 24, 2022 
 
VIA WEB TRANSMITTAL  
 
Hearing Date: Thursday, February 25, 2022 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Place: Conference Room 329 
 
Rep. Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair 
Rep. Lisa Kitagawa, Vice-Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
 

Re:   Hawaii Chapter, Community Associations Institute’s  
        Comments regarding HB 1478 

 
Dear Chair Johanson, Vice-Chair Kitagawa and Committee members: 
 
I am the Chair of the Legislative Action Committee of the Community Associations 
Institute, Hawaii Chapter (“CAI-LAC”).  We represent the condominium and community 
association industry and submit comments regarding HB 1478. 
 
CAI-LAC believes that informing buyers as to whether the installed smoke alarms, if 
any, in the residential real property is in accordance with existing state or county 
building or residential codes based upon information provided by the state fire council is 
a good thing.  The information merely serves to inform buyers as to the safety aspects 
of their potential purchase and may increase the likelihood that smoke alarms will be 
updated prior to a sale and purchase.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely yours,  

 
/s/ R. Laree McGuire 
R Laree McGuire 
CAI LAC Hawaii 
 



HB-1478-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2022 5:18:57 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/25/2022 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Remote Testimony 

Requested 

Gerard Silva Individual Oppose No 

 

 

Comments:  

This is just to ripthe People of some more. Stop the Crap!! 
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February 25, 2022 
 

The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
  Via Videoconference 
 
RE: H.B. 1478, HD1, Relating to Public Safety 
 

HEARING: Friday, February 25, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee, 
 

I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its 
over 11,000 members.  HAR opposes H.B. 1478, HD1, because Hawai‘i REALTORS® 
believes that the disclosure provision contained in this measure is unnecessary as the 
HAR Seller’s Real Property Disclosure Statement already contains disclosure provisions 
relating to smoke detectors/alarms.  Please see attached. 

 
Additionally, home inspectors already check that smoke detectors are equipped 

and working as part of the property inspection process.  As such, they would have more 
expertise on existing building or residential codes than the seller. 
 
 If the Committee is inclined to pass this measure, we would respectfully request 
a November 1, 2022, effective date.  This would allow us to make amendments to the 
Seller’s Real Property Disclosure Statement or other pertinent forms and educate our 
members on the changes. 
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Attachment: 
 
 
 
 



To the Honorable Chair Aaron Johanson 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
Re: HB1478 HD1 
 
2/25/22 1:00P 
 
329 Via Videoconference 
 
My name is Vaikeola Richards, and I am testifying as a student with the University of Hawai’i at 
Mānoa and as both concerned citizen and clergy member in Honolulu. 
 
I am testifying on HB 1478 HD1 RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
I am in favor of this motion. 
 
I am in favor of this motion as a deterrent to fires due to out of date and inoperable detectors 
that are in homes today. 
 

- To prevent the loss of life as I have seen. 
- To prevent the loss of homes and property as I have seen. 
- To prevent the trauma from fire loss. 
- To hold owners, sellers, and buyers accountable with regards to safety and good will. 

 
For these reasons I am in favor of HB 1478 HD1. Thank you. 
 
Vaikeola Richards 
 
vrichard@hawaii.edu 
keolarichards@enewhope.org 
1-808-842-4242 Ext. 145 
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